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Dates to remember

Open Enrollment period continues

Friday, February 23 – Family Council/Builders Club
School Supplies Drive (look for boxes at both entrances)

Grand Traverse Academy’s Open Enrollment period for
the 2018-19
school year runs
through
Thursday, March
15 – with an
Enrollment
Lottery planned
for Friday, March 16. Our last Enrollment Information
Meetings is scheduled for Monday, March 12 and will
take place in the Staff Gathering Room. If you have
local friends, neighbors or relatives with school-aged
children, please share this information with them. As
always, we are happy to meet with parents individually
and schedule a school tour. Please direct parents to
Amy Truesdell, 932-6900 or truesdella@mygta.us with
enrollment questions or to arrange a tour.

Saturday, February 24 – High School Frost Fest Dance,
8:00-11:00 pm
Sunday, February 25 – Mock Battle of the Books,
Northwestern Michigan College
Tuesday, February 27 – Junior High Registration
Meeting, 5:30 pm, Onyx 1, OR
Wednesday, February 28 – Junior High Registration
Meeting, 3:00 pm, Big Gym (choose one)
Thursday, March 1 – Choice Theory for Parents, 6:007:00 pm, Onyx 2
Friday, March 2 – Speed Stacking Tournament, 12:002:00 pm (see attached information and entry form)

GTA students receive accolades
Congratulations to GTA seniors Caleb Sargent and
Kallista
Laven, who
recently
received
honors
through the
TBAISD
Career-Tech
Center. Caleb
was selected as Student of the Quarter in the
Information Technology program. Selection for this
honor may be based on academic success, leadership,
community service related to the program, work ethic,
and/or improvement in either academics or work ethic.
Kallista and her two Future Farmers of America
teammates from Kingsley High School performed a skit
demonstrating biosecurity as it relates to agriculture – a
relatively new concept that applies mostly to large

Saturday, March 10 – Battle of the Books Team Battle
Day, Northwestern Michigan College
Thursday, March 15 – End of Open Enrollment
Period/Last Day for Elementary Teacher Requests
Thursday, March 15 – Jazz ‘n’ Joes Band Fundraiser
Concert/Dinner (watch for details!)
Friday, March 16 – Songs & Stories, 7:00 pm, Big Gym
Friday, March 16 – Enrollment Lottery Drawing
Monday-Friday, March 26-30 – NO SCHOOL, Spring
Break
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industrial farms – in order to prevent carrying and
spreading diseases that will affect livestock. These
young ladies took first place in district competition,
second in regionals and will travel to Michigan State
University to participate in the state finals in March.

Scholastic Book Fair volunteer opportunity
Another great Scholastic Book Fair is planned for March
1-9 in the Small Gym. Parent volunteers are still
needed to supervise/assist shoppers and run the cash
register during the school day and two evenings during
parent-teacher conferences. If you can help with one or
more shifts, please visit the Scholastic volunteer page to
sign up, or contact Julianna Schuetze at
schuetzej@mygta.us or 932-6941.

“Jazz ‘n’ Joes” scheduled, advertising
opportunities available
Our 12th annual Secondary Bands concert and dinner
fundraiser, Jazz ‘n’ Joes, is
scheduled for Thursday,
March 15. Tickets are still
only $5 per person and
include a delicious sloppy
joe dinner, catered by El
Dorado Catering, and an
evening of great music! The theme is always different,
with movie favorites featured this year. The evening’s
schedule is as follows:

2018-19 Secondary Course Catalog
available online
It’s already time for Secondary students to sign up for
classes and choose fall
2018 electives! For our
students’ convenience, the
Secondary Course Catalog
is available on the GTA
website in interactive
“flipbook” form. Just go to
mygta.us/secondarycourse-catalog or click on
Students>Secondary
Course Catalog on the
home page) to take a look.

4:00-7:30 pm
Dinner in Small Gym
5:00 pm
Cadet and Concert I & II Bands
6:30 pm
Varsity, Symphonic and Symphony Winds Bands

Sign up now for Parent-Teacher
conferences

In addition to ticket sales, a large part of our
fundraising comes from sponsorships. If your business
or employer is interested in supporting our music
program and promoting its name to approximately
1,000 attendees, please check out the attached
information. Sponsor names are displayed during the
event and recognized at concerts throughout the year.
Thank you for your consideration!

Parent-teacher conferences will take place on March 2,
6 and 8 for grades K-6 and March 2 and 8 for 7-12. You
can book your conferences quickly and easily by using
our online booking system at www.SchoolBookings.net.
Once you’re there, enter the appropriate event code
shown below, and you’ll be led through three easy steps
in choosing the teachers and dates/times that work best
for you!

Choirs, performance class to collaborate on
special presentation

Elementary: 8cctx Secondary: nukyc

On Friday, March 16, our Secondary choirs and the high
school musical performance class will present “Songs &
Stories” at 7:00 pm in the Big Gym. Featured will be
songs selected by students, including solos, duets and
larger ensembles. Between songs, stories will be told
which were written by members of the musical
performance class. This unique event is sure to be one
you won’t want to miss! There is no admission charge
to attend.

If you don’t have internet access, we’ll have a kiosk set
up outside the Secondary office and will be happy to
guide you through. Or, give the office staff a call and
we’ll do the scheduling for you! A Meet & Greet is
planned for Thursday, March 1 from 5:00-7:00 pm in
the Small Gym for Secondary parents who have no
concerns but would like to visit informally with their
children’s teachers. We look forward to seeing you
soon!
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commitment to Grand Traverse Academy and our
staff! If you have any questions, please call Maria Dean
at 932-6954.

Elementary teacher requests accepted
Elementary teacher requests for your child(ren) will be
accepted until Thursday, March 15. Attached is a
request form to complete and return to the Elementary
office. Parents are welcome to observe any classroom
before making a decision; simply contact the
Elementary office at 995-0665 to set up a classroom
visit. Please note that only forms with both a first and
second choice can be considered.

Michigan Tech announces summer
programs
Michigan Technological University in Houghton is
offering two week-long STEM related summer youth
programs for students in grades 9-11: Women in
Engineering and the Engineering Scholars Program.
These two programs allow academically talented young
people to explore the field of engineering through
hands on projects and classroom investigations. In
addition, a large selection of other explorations are
available to students in grades 6-11. For more details
and applications, visit syp.mtu.edu or contact the PreCollege Outreach Office at (906) 487-2219 or
syp@mtu.edu.

Mustang roundup
 Thursday, March 1 at 5:30
pm in the Big Gym is Meet the
Team & Spring Information
Night for Secondary track and
softball. Registration
instructions and eligibility information for baseball
and tennis will be included at the beginning of the
meeting. We’ll review athletic information and
hear from the athletic boosters, and then each
team and their parents will meet and receive team
specific information.

Ongoing events
Secondary Pizza Sales – Tuesdays during Junior High &
High School Lunches ($1.50 per slice – tickets must be
purchased in advance Tuesday mornings)
NHS Donut Sales – Fridays, 7:40 am, Outside
Secondary Office ($1.00 each)

Parent-teacher conference opportunity
GTA families have very generously continued a tradition
of providing a
meal for staff
members during
evening
conference blocks.
Your efforts are so
appreciated by
those who are
working through
the dinner hour
with just a short break between conferences. With the
help of PerfectPotluck.com, we’re making it even easier
to participate! Evening conferences take place on
Tuesday, March 6 for Elementary and Thursday, March
8 for both Elementary and Secondary. If you are
interested in helping with food, beverages or table
service, simply go to the PerfectPotluck website at
www.PerfectPotluck.com/LIHX3537 (for Tuesday,
March 6) or www.PerfectPotluck.com/WYYZ2167 (for
Thursday, March 8) to sign up. Items should be
dropped off in the Elementary office by 3:30 pm on the
date you select. Thank you so much for your

Secondary Taco Sales – Thursdays during Junior High
& High School Lunch ($1.50 each – tickets must be
purchased in advance Thursday mornings)
Tie-Dyed T-Shirt Sales – Daily, 8:00-8:25 am,
Elementary Wing Entrance (discounted to $12 each
through the month of December!)
Key Club Meetings – Every Thursday, 7:40-8:05 am,
Silver 3 (high school students)
Builders Club Meetings – First & Third Thursdays of
the Month, 3:45-4:15 pm, MPR 4 (junior high students)
NJHS Meetings –March 21, April 18, May 16
Student-Run Credit Union –March 9, April 13, May 11
in Elementary Lobby (no make-ups for snow days);
8:00-8:30 am, Elementary Lobby
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Grand Traverse Academy
Teacher Request Form
I would like to request the following teacher(s) for the next school year:
^v[Eu

Grade
in Fall

Teacher Request
First Choice

Teacher Request
Second Choice*

______________________________

______ ______________________ _________________________

______________________________

______ ______________________ _________________________

______________________________

______ ______________________ _________________________

______________________________

______ ______________________ _________________________

_______________________________________
Parent [ Signature

_________________________
Date

*Please note that only forms with both a first and second choice can be consideredX
&}uuv]v}Zouv˙K((]˙dZ˙UDZæUX

GTA’s 1st Annual Mighty Mustangs
Speed Stacking Tournament
Friday March 2, 2018 12:00 – 2:00pm
Registration Form
Location: Grand Traverse Academy
Note: All registrants are automatically entered in the 3-3-3, 3-6-3,
and Cycle individual competitions. Child/parent, Doubles, and Relays are optional.
Registration: Early Registration is due Wednesday February 28
Check In: Friday March 2, 12:00 pm
If you have your own cups, please bring with you to practice prior to competition.

Stacker Information
Name: __________________________________________ School/Organization ____________________________________
Birthdate ________________
Age on 03/02/2018: _________
Circle One: Male Female
Circle Division: 5U, 6-7, 8-9, 10-11, 12-14, 15-18, 19+
Are you a special stacker* (Have a disability)? YES NO
NOTE: We reserve the right to combine or separate divisions in all competitions as needed based on registration.
Address: ____________________________________________________________ Average 3-6-3 Time: _______________
City: __________________________________ State: ______ Zip code: __________ Phone # _________________________
Parent/Guardian Name: _____________________________________ E-mail: _______________________________________

Child/Parent Registration: Cycle only. Note: In addition to competing as a team in one of the Doubles Divisions listed above, a
stacker may also pair up with a parent, grandparent or legal guardian in the Child/Parent Doubles Division. The intent of this special
event is to encourage family stacking. After all, the family that stacks together stays together. There is no charge for the parent to
compete in this event. !!!!!ONLY COMPLETE IF PARTICIPATING IN THIS EVENT!!!!!
Stacker’s Name: _______________________________

Relay Registration:

Parent’s Name: __________________________________________
Team Name: ________________________________

3-6-3 Timed Relay- Leave blank if no team

Awards
Top 3 in Individual Events
Top 3 in Relays

Top 3 Overall Male and Female

Stacker 1: ____________________________________ Birthdate ________________
Stacker 2: ____________________________________ Birthdate ________________
Stacker 3: ____________________________________ Birthdate ________________
Stacker 4: ____________________________________ Birthdate ________________

* Definition of a Special Stacker: A “Special Stacker” is one that has a diagnosed Physical and/or Mental disability that would impede with the “normal” functioning
necessary to perform a variety of physical skills. A Special Stacker must be identified by an agency or professional as having one of the following conditions:
intellectual disabilities, cognitive delays as measured by formal assessment, or significant learning or vocational problems due to cognitive delay that require or have
required specially designed instruction.

NOTE: We place all stackers on a relay team if they do not have one to encourage the best experience possible and will instruct stackers as needed
to teach necessary skills. Please contact the tournament director with any questions or if the stacker does not want to participate in this event.

SIGN: _________________________________________________________ DATE: ___________________________

Please make checks payable to: GTA Registrations postmarked on or before February 28
cost is $10. Registrations postmarked after February 28 is $15.

