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Academy! Please show your appreciation and
admiration to all three of these hard-working students.
We couldn't be more proud!

Dates to remember
Monday, March 25-Friday, March 29 – Spring Break
Monday, April 1 – April Fool’s Day

CTC field trip planned
GTA 8th graders will visit the TBAISD Career-Tech Center
on Tuesday, April 2, where they will have the
opportunity to preview some of the programs offered
and start thinking about potential options for high
school.

Tuesday, April 2 – Eighth Grade Trip to Career-Tech
Center
Wednesday, April 3 – Secondary Bake Sale to Benefit
Post-Graduation Party

Secondary Students of the Month selected

Congratulations to our Regional Spelling
Bee champs!

Congratulations to the following, who were chosen as
Students of the Month for February, based on their
demonstration of the character trait of Optimism:

Schottische? Annus mirabilis? Faux pas? At this year's
Grand
Traverse
Regional
Spelling
Bee,
held at
the State
Theatre
on
March 17, GTA was wellrepresented by three of the 29
spellers, hailing from six
different counties. Sixth-grader
Sadie Brown-Bannon did a
great job, competing
successfully for several rounds.
Also incredibly impressive were
6th-grader Nicholas Morgan and
8th-grader Drew Pavwoski, who
held on until the very end of 25 grueling, nail-biting, and
ultimately heartbreaking rounds to take 3rd and 2nd
place respectively. That's right; after triumphantly
dealing with words like pickelhaube and voortrekker,
two thirds of the top three spellers in the entirety of
Northwestern Michigan were from Grand Traverse

Rebecka Bellaw, grade 8, is the daughter of Julie Bellaw
and Mike Bellaw. Her interests include
volleyball, basketball and swimming.
Rebecka enjoys hanging out with her
friends and cousins (especially the
babies) and loved helping her parents
out when they owned a sub shop. She
has a large family and doesn’t know
what she would do without them! Rebecka’s goals for
high school include getting good grades so that she can
take some college classes, especially in writing or a
related area. On graduation, she is interested in
becoming a film or television director.
Carson Hensley, grade 8, is the son of Joel and Rachel
Hensley. He is involved in baseball and
would like to find a volunteer
opportunity as he gets older. Carson
would like to graduate from high
school with at least a 3.5 GPA, attend
college and medical school, and
become a doctor.
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Aaron Potrafka, grade 11, is the son of Joshua and
Terrie Potrafka. He participates in the
Varsity, Symphonic and Jazz Bands, and
enjoys dressing up on dress-up days at
school, such as those during Frost Fest
Week. Aaron works at Jet’s Pizza on the
weekends and likes to play music and
video games. He hopes to earn all A’s
this year and graduate from high school with at least a
3.0 GPA. Aaron wants to learn to play every musical
instrument so he can produce his own music. Finally,
he wants to have his own car by the time he graduates.

to collect stakeholder input and guide the decision
making processes that result from committee work. To
complete the survey, go to GTA Strategic Planning
Survey. Your participation is greatly appreciated and
will be used by the committee to guide our school in the
future.

Choice Theory: The Basics
The Ten Axioms, Continued
contributed by Mindy Van Houzen

An axiom is defined as a statement that is regarded as
being established, accepted, or selfevidently true. For the next few weeks,
we will be exploring the Ten Axioms of
Choice Theory. The axioms help us to
understand ourselves and each other.

Kaitlyn Watson, grade 11, is the daughter of Cindy and
Jeff Watson. At school, she belongs to
the ECOclub and Med Club and is
president of the Key Club and the junior
class. Kaitlyn enjoys playing volleyball
and running, and tutors other students
in math and chemistry after school. She
hopes to do well on the SAT exam and
in college, where she plans to major in biochemistry and
pursue a career in the medical field. Kaitlyn’s goal is to
serve her community by helping others.

Axiom #4: The problem relationship is always part of
our present life. Everything that has ever happened to
us, every positive or negative interaction we have had,
shapes who we are. We apply all of the knowledge we
have received from these interactions to each situation.
This means that if there is a problem relationship from
our past, it will influence what we do with the
information we receive in the present. Knowing how
experiences shape our reactions will allow us to make
constructive choices in the future.

GTA senior earns 4-H honors
Hunter Delahanty has been selected by the Michigan
4-H program to be a State
Award delegate for 2019,
where he will take part in the
awards program and
celebration during 4-H
Exploration Days in June at
Michigan State University. The
Michigan 4-H State Award is the
highest honor a 4-H member
can earn. Hunter’s area of
interest is Birds and Poultry Science, and he has
participated in the program for the past seven years.
Good luck, Hunter!

Axiom #5: What happened in the past has everything
to do with what we are today, but we can only satisfy
our basic needs right now, and plan to continue
satisfying them in the future. Looking into the rear view
mirror and wishing things had been different will not
change the outcome of our past. We can only start to
make choices in the present that will satisfy our needs
right now. Focusing on making our current choices
better, and continuing to improve our decisions in the
future, is what will allow us to move forward with
contentment.
Axiom #6: We can only satisfy our needs by satisfying
the pictures in our Quality World. Do you remember
some weeks ago when I told you about working in the
Elementary Office? I was not very happy to learn that I
would be moved to the Secondary Office. The key in
this instance was deciding to place the “big kids” in my
Quality World. If I had decided to never allow them to
reside there, I would continue to choose frustration
about being relocated. I have never regretted changing
my QW picture!

Parent input requested in GTA strategic
planning process
We are pleased to invite families to participate in our
strategic planning process. The purpose of an
organizational strategic plan is to communicate a long
term strategy for the organization which articulates the
vision, mission, values, and beliefs of the organization.
Since Grand Traverse Academy was founded on the
William Glasser Quality School Rubric, this will be used
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Axiom #7: All we do is behave. All of our behavior is
purposeful and is chosen to satisfy one of the five basic
needs.

3rd/4th Grade: Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People’s Ears
Join us as we answer the question of why mosquitoes
buzz in people's ears! This African folk tale features
eight songs and a story you won't soon forget.

Save the date!

Thursday April 18, 2019
6:00 pm: Mrs. Cherup, Mrs. Lazar, Mrs. Rammelkamp
7:00 pm: Mrs. Holfels, Ms. Kipke, Mr. Peplinski,
Mrs. Wilson

The second annual Mustang Stampede Dinner & Silent
Auction is set for Saturday, April 27 at
Timberlee Hills from 6:00-8:00 pm.
The $35 per person or $60 per couple
ticket price includes a luau-themed
catered dinner by Chef John Hardy
(made with recipes from his chef buddy on the
mainland!), a cash bar and silent auction. Tickets are
available in the athletics office, at the curved wall near
the entrance to the Big Gym. Profits from the event will
benefit Mustang Athletics – watch for more information
coming soon.

Father-Daughter Dance planned
Our semi-annual Father-Daughter Dance is set for
Friday, April 12, from 6:30-8:30 pm
in the Big Gym. GTA girls of all ages
are invited to attend this semiformal event with their father, stepfather, grandfather, uncle, or special
adult gentleman. The evening will
include an ice cream sundae bar and light refreshments,
a DJ will provide lighthearted dancing music, and a
professional photographer will be on hand to document
the event! The cost is $15 per father and one daughter
or $20 per father and daughters. The price includes a
photo frame craft and one 4 x 6” keepsake photo per
family. Please fill out the attached reservation form and
return it with payment to the office no later than
Monday, April 8. This has always been a sell-out event,
so be sure to get your reservation in early! If you would
like to volunteer in any capacity, please email Maria
Dean at deanm@mygta.us.

Mighty Mustangs Preschool enrolling now
Do you have a child ready for preschool, or know
someone who does?
Register is open now for our
play-based program for 3-5
year-olds, including
dramatic and manipulative
play, sensory experiences,
creative arts, learning circle,
Spanish, music, character
education and outdoor fun!
Call (231) 932-6953 to register or for more information,
or visit www.mygta.us/preschool.

Elementary Spring Sing performances
planned
It’s time for our annual Spring Sing events, which will
take place in the Small Gym. Be sure that your children
arrive in their classrooms 15 minutes before their
performance starts.
1st/2nd Grade: Disney – The Movies, the Music!
Come and enjoy some of your favorite Disney hits from
The Mickey Mouse Club, The Jungle Book, Peter Pan,
Mary Poppins and The Little Mermaid.

GTA fundraiser offered
Trisha Lardie, a GTA mom and hairstylist for over 10
years, would like to support
our school with a special offer:
During the month of March,
she will donate 20 percent of
the cost of all hair services
provided to GTA family members to Grand Traverse

Tuesday, April 16
6:00 pm – Mrs. Adams, Ms. Mondry, Ms. West
7:00 pm – Mrs. Bohrer, Mrs. Flores, Mrs. Oster
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Academy. Simply call Trisha at (231) 357-5610 to make
an appointment, and let her know that you’d like to
participate in this fundraiser. Trisha is located at Salon
Renewal, 739 Woodmere Avenue in Woodmere
Commons near the Traverse Area District Library.

Ongoing events
Fill the Pantry Jeans Days – May 9
Elementary Pizza Days – April 11 & 25, and May 9 &
23 (order forms with payment due the Tuesday
before Pizza Day), $1.50 per slice

Final dual enrollment registration meeting
planned

Secondary Pizza Days – Every Tuesday (purchase
tickets before school outside the Secondary office on
Pizza Day), $1.50 per slice

Students planning to dual enroll at Northwestern
Michigan College for the Fall 2019 semester are
required to attend a dual enrollment meeting offered
here at GTA. The last one is scheduled as follows:

Secondary Taco Days – Suspended until further
notice due to loss of supplier

Thursday, April 18, 12:45 pm, Bronze 2
Bagel Sales – Every Wednesday at the Junction of
the Elementary & Secondary Wings, $1.50 each

This meeting will assist in applying to NMC as a dual
enrolled student and go through the steps to gaining
access for registration. All current sophomores and
juniors have been emailed a registration form. If your
child is interested in dual enrollment, be sure to ask if
they have completed it. To qualify for dual enrollment,
students must have a 3.3 cumulative GPA or pass the
ACCUPLACER math test, administered by NMC.
rd

School Tools Store Hours – Every Thursday, 7:508:25 am, Pink 3
Builders Club Meetings – First & Third Thursday of
Every Month, 3:50-4:20 pm, Gold 2
Key Club Meetings – Every Thursday, 7:40 am,
Bronze 2

th

New program for 3 -8 grade girls
Due to administrative changes at the national level,
Girls on the Run will no longer be
offered in our area this year. In lieu of
that, we will be starting a girls’ running
club called “Girls Take Action.” This will
be a club for 3rd-5th grade girls with Ms.
Kipke and Ms. Deegan, and 6th-8th grade girls with Mrs.
Callahan. Ms. Dent, a GTA parent, will be assisting with
both groups. A registration form is attached and should
be completed and turned in to the office, with
payment, by Monday, April 1. Please note that the first
practice will be held after Spring Break.

Family Council Meetings – Second Monday of Every
Month, 6:30 pm, Onyx 1
Student-Run Credit Union Deposit Days – April 5
and May 3; 8:00-8:30 am, Elementary Lobby

Family Council news
Grand Traverse Academy’s Family Council is a parent
group that provides fun events and fund raising
activities for GTA families throughout the school year.
They meet on the second Monday of every month at
6:30 pm in the Onyx 1 classroom. All GTA parents are
welcome to attend. The group currently has an officer
vacancy – for more information, please contact
Kimberly at gtafcpresident@gmail.com. They would
love to have you as part of the team!
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Girls Take Action is an after school non-competitive running program for girls in the 3rd-8th
grade s offered at Grand Traverse Academy, divided into two groups: 3 rd-5th grades and 6 th -8th
grades . This program will focus on all the things that girls can be empowered to take action on
in their lives. The framework of the program will be the character traits taught at GTA.
Girls Take Actionwill begin at Grand Traverse Academy on Tuesday, April9, 2019. Practices will
be held on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00-5:00 pm.
A 2-mile run culminating the program will be held at Grand Traverse Academy on Friday, May
24 at 1 :00 pm.
Any questions may be directed to Coach Courtney Kipkeat kipkec@mygta.us (3rd-5th grade) or
Coach Annie Callahan atcallahana@mygta.us (6th -8th grades).

Girls Take Action Registration Form
(please return to the Elementary Office by April 1)

Name___________________________________________ Age_____ Grade_____ Date of Birth _______________
Parent ’s/Guardian ’s Name ____________________________________________ Phone ________________________
Mailing Address ______________________________ City __________________ State __________ ZIP____________
T-Shirt Size: Youth  M

 L or Adult  S

M

 L  XL  2XL

I, _________________________, give permission for _________________________ to participate in the Girls Take
Action program. I understand this is a non-competitive running program designed for girls in 3rd-8th grades. Along
with physical workouts, coaches provide focused and age-appropriate discussions on certain areas based on the GTA
character traits in order to prepare girls for a lifetime of self- respect and healthy living.
Signatures:

___________________________
(parent/guardian)

___________________________
(daughte r)

The registration fee for Girls Takeaction is $30 and includes a water bottle, t-shirt, and the final run.
Enclosed is my $30 (checks should be payable to Grand Traverse Academy)

