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Dates to remember 
Tuesday, May 1 – K-12 Science Night, 5:30-7:00 pm 
 
Wednesday, May 2 – Builders Club Bake Sale, 11:55 am-
12:25 pm, Outside Secondary Office 
 
7th Grade Social Studies Culminating Event, 12:45-2:15 
pm, Small Gym 
 
Thursday, May 3 - 5th and 6th Grade Q &A, 3:45-4:15 
pm, MPR 4 (see attached flyer for details) 
 
Friday, May 11 – Art in the Park (watch for details!) 
 
Instrument Petting Zoo, 12:30-2:00 pm, Big Gym (4th/5th 
Graders & Parents) 
 
Thursday, May 17 – Spring Band Concert, 6:00 pm 
(Junior High) & 7:30 pm (High School), Big Gym   
 
Friday, May 18 – Spring Choir Concert, 6:30 pm, Big 
Gym 
 
Saturday, May 19 – Together We Grow Children’s Expo, 
9:30-11:30 am 
 
 
 

School-wide Science Night planned  
Mark your calendars for our annual K-12 Science Night, 
set for next Tuesday, May 1 from 5:30-7:00 pm.  This is 
a great opportunity for parents to become familiar with 
Grand Traverse Academy’s science curriculum – you’ll 
see what students have been working on throughout 
the year and learn what’s in store for them in science 
classes in the future.  We (and your children) look 
forward to sharing this information with you!        

 
 

Social studies culminating event scheduled 
Next Wednesday, May 2, our 7th grade social studies 
classes will present their knowledge of countries in the 
Eastern Hemisphere in a special culminating event.  On 
display will be colorful research poster boards and 
traditional clothing, as well as foods to sample from 
around the world.  Family members are welcome to 
attend this event and celebrate our students' hard 
work.  The event will take place from 12:45-2:15 pm in 
the Small Gym.  
 

Community Children’s Expo planned 
We are pleased to announce a special event for all 

preschool 
through 
elementary 
aged 
children 
and their 
parents and 
caregivers 
on 
Saturday, 

May 19 from 9:30-11:30 am here at Grand Traverse 
Academy.  “Together We Grow” will feature lots of fun, 
hands-on educational activities for kids, as well as 
representatives from several local organizations that 
offer child-focused programs and activities.  We’ll have 
an obstacle course, story time, caricatures, balloon 
animals, face painting, baby goats, car seat safety 
checks, a “book walk,” a fire truck with fire safety 
information, free Ident-a-Kid ID cards, a bounce house, 
police canines, music and dance activities, and much 
more!  Please mark your calendars for this fun-filled and 
educational event and plan to bring your friends.  
Together We Grow is free of charge and open to the 
public!    
       

 

A Weekly Newsletter 

for Grand Traverse Academy 

Families  

April 27, 2018 

Volume 19 

Issue 33 

https://www.facebook.com/Grand-Traverse-Academy-1594252390831189/


 2 

Builders Club to hold used uniform shirt 
drive 
Because the green and gray polo uniform shirts will be 

“retired” next year, the GTA 
Builders Club has a plan that 
will put them to good use!  
Donate the shirts and they 
will be recycled and made 
into many creative and useful 
items, such as tote bags, dog 
chew toys, headbands, toss 
pillows and more!  See the 

attached flyer for details and locations of collection 
boxes.   
 

Sue Kessel to relocate after school year 

Lower Elementary teacher Sue Kessel has announced 
that she and her husband will be moving to South 
Carolina at the end of the school year to be closer to 
family and enjoy a warmer climate (one without snow 
in April!).  In a note to her students’ families, Sue said 
that “Grand Traverse Academy will always hold a special 
place in my heart.  One of the greatest things about 
teaching here for the past 17 years has to be the 
relationships I have formed with not only my students, 
but their families as well.  I will miss you all.”  We will 
miss her too, and hope you’ll join us in wishing Sue and 
her husband well in their new endeavors. 
 

Instrument “Petting Zoo” planned 
The Grand Traverse Academy Band Program invites all 

GTA 4th and 
5th graders, 
accompanied 
by their 
parents, to 
our annual 

Instrument Petting Zoo on Friday, May 11 from 12:30-
2:00 pm in the Big Gym.  This is a great opportunity for 
your child to learn about and try instruments prior to 
the professional fittings that take place at the end of 
May.  Join us for a chance to explore band instruments 
in their natural habitat! 
 

Prom tickets on sale now 
This year’s Junior-Senior Prom, an “Under the Sea” gala, 
takes place on Saturday, May 12 at Blue Bridge Event 
Center in Grawn (1950 Ellis Road) from 7:00-11:00 pm.  
Tickets are $35 per person and are available in the 

Secondary Office.  Students who wish to bring a guest 
from another school must complete a Dance Visitor’s 
Form, available in the Secondary Office, and turn it in to 
Mrs. Van Houzen by Wednesday, May 9.  
 

Mustang Madness fundraiser enjoyed by 
all  
A big “thanks” to everyone who donated, helped out in 

any way, or attended 
our Mustang 
Madness events last 
weekend, which were 
a great success!  Ten 
teams participated in 
the Three-on-Three 
Basketball 
tournament and we 
appreciated the 
assistance of GTA 
teachers Chris Haines 

and Dustin Worm for 
officiating and taking 
care of the details. The 
Derby Dinner on 
Saturday had a good 
turnout and some 
great Kentucky Derby-
style costumes (award 
winners shown above 
and at right!).  
Everyone enjoyed an 
amazing meal, catered by GTA parent and Chef John 
Hardy of El Dorado Catering, and purchased some 
fabulous auction items.  In addition, 17 business 
sponsors will have their names featured on banners in 
the gym for the next 12 months.  Between the 
tournament, the silent auction, the dinner, and gym 
sponsorships, over $8,700 was raised, after expenses, 
for Mustang athletics.  This was the first big event 
organized by our athletic boosters (Jason Moore, Jacki 
Newhouse, Heidi Allen, Renee Killian and Bob Reed) so 
if you see them, give them a congratulations and thank 
you.  Thanks also to Shelley Alejandro for all of her hard 
work in support of this event.  We look forward to 
another successful Mustang Madness fundraiser next 

year!  
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Summer tutors available 
The following GTA teachers are available for tutoring 
students this summer.  Sessions take place off-site, so 
location and fees should be worked out with the tutor 
on an individual basis.  
 
Danielle Oster, Pre-K through Grade 4, All Subjects 
Osterd@mygta.us  
 
Michelle Holfels, Grades 1-6, All Subjects 
Holfelsm@mygta.us  
 
Margy Goss, All Ages through Young Adult, All Subjects 
(reading, writing, math through algebra I, French, 
English, and content area studies) 
(231) 938-2069   
 
Kim Wilson, K through Grade 5, Math & Reading 
(231) 883-2162 
 

You’re invited to join in the Cherry Festival 
fun! 
Plans are underway for the construction of GTA’s entry 

in this year’s Cherry 
Festival Junior Royale 
and Cherry Royale 
Parades.  The theme is 
“Candy” and our candy 
is Dots!  Parents of our 
prince and princess 
plan to meet to discuss 

the details on Saturday, May 12 at 11:00 am outside 
the Subway sandwich shop at the Grand Traverse Mall.  
This is traditionally a 1st grade project, but all are 
welcome.  If you’d like to help but can’t make it on the 
12th, feel free to give them a call or send an email:  
 
Noelle Korte  
(231) 632-2920 
noellakkorte@gmail.com 
 
Cara York 
(231) 883-3086 
cdyork31@hotmail.com 
 

Summer School offered 
Secondary students who receive less than a “C” in a 
class have the opportunity to earn credit by attending 
GTA’s Credit Recovery Summer School.  Two two-week 
sessions are available at a cost of $175 each.  Due to the 

time constraints of Summer School, students will need 
special permission to be eligible to recover math or 
Spanish courses.  On-line options are also available at 
parent expense.  Details and a registration form, due 
back by May 18, are attached.  Please contact Stephanie 
Patrzik, guidance counselor, at 932-6024 or 
patrziks@mygta.us with any questions.  
 
Annual Education Report published 
Grand Traverse Academy’s Annual Education Report 
(AER) for 2016-17 has been published and is available 
for your review.  A copy is attached to this newsletter, 
or you can find it on the GTA website at www.mygta.us.  
Click on the Transparency Reporting logo and scroll to 
the bottom of the page.  
 

Spring assessments continue 
Standardized testing continues as follows: 
 

Date Test 
April 30 Grades 3, 4 & 6 M-Step 

May 1 7th Grade M-Step 

May 2 7th Grade M-Step (headphones needed) 
 

It is especially important during this time that students 
arrive at school promptly in the morning.  Plenty of rest 
the night before and a high protein, low carbohydrate, 
low sugar breakfast will help them stay alert and 
focused.  Other tips to help your child prepare and 
reduce any test anxiety are attached to this newsletter.  
 

Self-defense seminar for girls offered 
The Rock of Kingsley Youth Center is hosting a self-
defense seminar for girls in junior high and high school 
on Saturday, May 5 from 9:00 am-3:00 pm.  For more 
information, visit the following Facebook page:    
https://www.facebook.com/events/646621335669064/  
 
 
 

 
 

If your child will be late for school or 
absent for the day, please notify the 
office by 8:30 am.  Parents will be 

called to verify any unexcused absences after that time. 
Elementary 995-0665   /   Secondary 932-6038 

 

mailto:Osterd@mygta.us
mailto:Holfelsm@mygta.us
mailto:noellakkorte@gmail.com
mailto:cdyork31@hotmail.com
mailto:patrziks@mygta.us
http://www.mygta.us/
https://www.facebook.com/events/646621335669064/


 

 

 

 

 

 

The Grand Traverse Academy Band Program 

invites all 4th and 5th graders,  

accompanied by their parents, to our  

Instrument Petting Zoo! 

 

Friday, May 11  
 

Open from 12:30-2:00 in the Big Gym.  Join us 

for a chance to explore band instruments in 

their natural habitat!  



 

 
 
 

School Annual Education Report (AER) 
 
 

April 23, 2018  
  
  
Dear Parents and Community Members: 
  
We are pleased to present you with the Annual Education Report (AER) which provides key 
information on the 2016-17 educational progress for Grand Traverse Academy.  The AER 
addresses the complex reporting information required by federal and some requirements of 
state laws.  Our staff is available to help you understand this information.  Please contact Jim 
Coneset, superintendent, for help if you need assistance. 
  
The DISTRICT AER is available for you to review electronically by visiting the following web site 
https://goo.gl/1yRbu9 , or you may review a copy at school upon request.  
  
These reports contain the following information: 
  
Student Assessment Data – Includes the following three assessments:  M-STEP (Michigan 
Student Test of Educational Progress), MI-Access (Alternate Assessment), and College Board 
SAT.  Presents assessment information for English language arts and mathematics for grades 3 
to 8 and 11, and science for grades 4, 7, and 11, compared to state averages for all students as 
well as subgroups of students.  The report helps users to understand achievement performance 
within grades and schools, and to make comparisons to district, state, and national 
achievement benchmarks. 
  
Accountability – Detail Data and Status 
The accountability portion of the AER includes assessment proficiency and participation rates, 
graduation or attendance rates, as well as accountability index values showing school 
performance on a 0-100 scale. 
 
Teacher Qualification Data 

 Identifies teacher qualifications at district and school levels 
 Reports percentage of core academic classes taught by teachers not considered highly 

qualified to teach such classes 
  

https://goo.gl/1yRbu9


 

 
 
NAEP Data (National Assessment of Educational Progress) 

 Provides state results of the national assessment in mathematics and reading every 
other year in grades 4 and 8 

 
Review the table below listing for GTA.  For the 2016-17 school year, schools were identified 
using new definitions and labels as required in the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA).  A 
Targeted Support and Improvement (TSI) school is one that has at least one underperforming 
student subgroup.  An Additional Targeted Support (ATS) school is one that has three or more 
underperforming student subgroups.  A Comprehensive Support and Improvement (CSI) school 
is one whose performance is in the lowest 5% of all schools in the state.  Some schools are not 
identified with any of these labels. In these cases, no status label is given. 
  

School Name Status Label Key Initiative to Accelerate Achievement 

Grand Traverse Academy No Label N/A 

  
Grand Traverse Academy is focused on helping our students to become lifelong learners and 
community members.  GTA teachers organize and deliver effective and efficient instruction 
within content areas, while differentiating in order to meet the wide range of student abilities.  
Our renewed commitment to William Glasser’s Quality School Model, and training in Choice 
Theory and the Questioning Process will allow us to better meet the needs of our students 
moving forward.  We are very proud of the curriculum changes that we have made.  Our focus 
on character education and relationship building makes GTA a wonderful place for all of our 
stakeholders.  Our secondary programming not only offers a wide variety of classes but also 
encourages our students to branch out in dual enrollment and advanced placement classes, 
creating a well-rounded student who is well-prepared for their post-secondary life.  Our 
graduating seniors this year have earned well over a million dollars in scholarships to a wide 
range of colleges and universities.  Our parents and staff make Grand Traverse Academy a 
wonderful place for students to be safe, loved, and learning as they achieve excellence in 
character and academics.  
 
Thank you for sharing your children with us! 
 

 
Jim Coneset 
Superintendent 



What Parents Can Do to Help Students Prepare
As a parent and your child’s first teacher, you can help your child understand and  prepare 
for the assessments they will take in school. Here are some points that will help your child 
perform their best:
Find out the facts:  To start, review the Michigan Department 
of Education’s Parent/Student Information at: www.michigan.gov/
mstep, which includes valuable information on state assessments 
and the Spring testing calendar. 

Talk to your child about testing: Let them know that assess-
ment is a regular part of learning. Make sure they understand why 
they are being tested and how it is important to their future.

Keep state tests in perspective: Reduce your child’s anxiety 
about the test by reminding them that it is just one measure of learn-
ing, and another way to find out where their academic strengths and 
weaknesses are. Remind them of what they do well, and how they 
have improved with effort.

Take a look at the state practice opportunities and 
encourage your child to practice at home: Not only will 
this help you better understand the types of questions your child will 
be answering, it will help familiarize your child with the test format 
and features. If your child is struggling, let the teacher know so when 
your child takes the test, the focus can be more on test content and 
less on test navigation. Links to the below information can be found 
at www.michigan.gov/mstep in the parent/student section.

• Elementary and middle school M-STEP sample test items can 
be found at: www.michigan.gov/mstep/

• High School PSAT and SAT sample test items can be found 
at: https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat or the 
MDE assessment high school page: https://collegereadiness.
collegeboard.org/sat/practice 

Make sure that your child is well rested and eats a 
high protein, low sugar/carb breakfast: Children who are 
tired, hungry or have too much sugar and carbs are less able to pay 
attention in class or to handle the demands of a test.

Remember—Attending school matters: Tests reflect 
children’s overall knowledge and achievement. Missing school means 
missing instruction.

Meet with your child’s teacher as often as possible 
to discuss progress:  Ask the teacher to suggest activities for 
you and your child to do at home to increase and reinforce student 
learning.

Learn what your child should be learning in English 
language arts, math, social studies, and science: 
Michigan learning standards can be found at: http://tinyurl.com/
mistatestandards. In addition, the PTA has developed the PTA 
Parents’ Guide to Success, which gives descriptions of the skills and 
knowledge your child is expected to gain every year.

Testing Facts to 
Share with Your Child

Tests are just one way teachers, schools, 
districts, and states use to measure what 
students know and how well they are 
learning what is taught. 

The purpose of a state assessment is to 
ensure our state’s schools do the best 
job possible in preparing students to 
become successful, based on a set of 
agreed-upon standards.

Because the state test is exactly aligned 
with Michigan’s standards, test ques-
tions should be a natural extension of 
what students are learning every day in 
their classrooms.  

http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
http://www.michigan.gov/mstep
http://www.michigan.gov/mde
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org/sat/practice
http://tinyurl.com/mistatestandards
http://tinyurl.com/mistatestandards

