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Dates to remember

GTA senior wins 2018 National Cherry
Festival Poster contest

Friday, May 11 – Art in the Park (see related story)

Congratulations to McKinley Kreitner, whose artwork
was chosen for this year’s official
National Cherry Festival
poster! She earned the
honors by making the
top five in the people’s
choice voting for
student art and the
judge’s panel, which
voted on the top student and adult
submissions combined. We’re proud of you, McKinley,
and can’t wait to see your poster in print.

Instrument Petting Zoo, 12:30-2:00 pm, Big Gym (4th/5th
Graders & Parents)
Thursday, May 17 – Spring Band Concert, 6:00 pm
(Junior High) & 7:30 pm (High School), Big Gym
Friday, May 18 – Spring Choir Concert, 6:30 pm, Big
Gym
Saturday, May 19 – Together We Grow Children’s Expo,
9:30-11:30 am

Uniform color reminder
As a reminder, our school uniforms will return to being
uniform in color by grade level next year, with some of
the current colors allowed next year to help make the
transition a bit easier. Please refer to the complete
“Uniforms by Grade Level” document attached as a
reference when purchasing uniforms for 2018-19.

Community Children’s Expo planned
We are excited to announce a special event for all
preschool through
elementary aged
children and their
parents and
caregivers planned
for Saturday, May
19 from 9:30-11:30
am here at Grand
Traverse Academy. “Together We Grow” will feature
lots of fun, hands-on educational activities for kids, as
well as representatives from several local organizations
that offer child-focused programs and activities. We’ll
have an obstacle course, story time, caricatures, balloon
animals, face painting, baby goats, a “book walk,” a fire
truck with fire safety information, free Ident-a-Kid ID
cards, a bounce house, police canines, music and dance
activities, and much more! Please mark your calendars
for this fun-filled and educational event and plan to
bring your friends. Together We Grow is free of charge
and open to the public!

High School band students honored at
banquet
Congratulations to GTA 9th-12th grade band members,
who were honored at last Thursday’s awards banquet.
Band members and their families were treated by the
Bay Area Big Band, which included a professional
vibraphone player. Twenty-nine first year students
received a varsity letter and pin, 22 received 2nd year
pins, 20 earned a third year pin, and a record 27 were
awarded a fourth year pin. Those 27 seniors also
received concert programs from all of their eight years
in band! Special congratulations go to Gena
Shelagowski and Lily VanWingerden, this year’s band
scholarship recipients.
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Here’s your chance to support our seniors

CWHL hair drive a success

Project Graduation, our all-night senior party
immediately following the commencement ceremony,
is a long-standing tradition at Grand Traverse Academy.
It is an exciting event that is tobacco-, drug- and
alcohol- free and open to all graduating seniors and
funded through the generosity and support of the
Grand Traverse community. Would you like to sponsor
a senior to help make his or her graduation night a safe
and memorable one? Donations, regardless of the
amount, are greatly appreciated and may be taxdeductible. Please refer to the attached form for details.

If you noticed anyone at school this week with a fresh
haircut, it’s quite
possible that they
donated their
locks to Children
with Hair Loss at
last Friday’s hair
drive, sponsored
by the GTA Key
Club. We had 23 donors, many of them GTA students
(that’s senior Avery Holtom, before and after!). Many
thanks to the donors and an extra big thanks to
Shawnee Haines (wife of teacher Chris Haines) of
Radiant Salon, for donating her time to do the
trimming! Key Club will continue collecting cash and
hair donations through the end of May. Forms are
available in the Secondary office – just place your hair
donation in a zippered plastic bag and they will take
care of the rest!

Art in the Park planned
Our 5th and 6th grade band and music students will be
presenting their spring concert
during Art in the Park
next Friday, May 11. Please join
us as we celebrate music and art
with a school-wide art show and
concert! All performances will
take place in the Big Gym.

Coin drive for Leukemia & Lymphoma
Society announced

Performance Schedule
10:00 am – Breimayer, Layne, J. Lazar, Manning,
Thompson
10:45 am – Bonner, Dancer, Dix, Mroczkowski, Windon
11:25 am – Advanced Band

Beginning Monday, May 7, we will be participating in a
school-wide coin (or cash) drive for the Leukemia &
Lymphoma Society to help students with cancer make
insurance co-payments and travel costs more
affordable. Each classroom will be equipped with a box
to collect funds, and National Honor Society and
MEDclub members will visit classrooms to share this
information. If our school raises $750, the
classroom/advisory that raised the most will win lunch
at Olive Garden for up to 35 students. If we raise
$1,500, the winning classroom/advisory and staff will
receive an Olive Garden lunch, and second place gets a
Little Caesar’s pizza lunch for the class and a $75
Amazon gift card for the classroom. Thank you for any
donations you are able to give to this worthwhile cause.

2018-19 Beginning Band information
Students currently in the 4th or 5th grade are invited to
join the Beginning Band this fall! The following events
are planned to facilitate this process. On Friday, May
11 from 12:30-2:00 pm in the Big Gym, we invite you to
bring your 4th or 5th grader to try instruments at our
annual Instrument Petting Zoo. Then on Tuesday and
Wednesday, May 29 and 30 (during school hours),
professional “instrument fitters” will help students
decide which instrument best suits them. Permission
slips for this event are available in the Elementary office
or outside the Elementary music room. Finally, on
Tuesday, September 11 from 6:00-7:00 pm in the Big
Gym, we will host an instrument rental meeting. During
this event, you will be able to either purchase or begin
renting an instrument. Please see the attached letter
for details and the instrument fitting permission slip,
which should be returned by Friday, May 18.

TC Christian/GTA to host veterans’ event
On Saturday, May 19, Traverse City Christian School
and Grand Traverse Academy will host the Legacy
Veterans Memorial Tournament, a baseball and softball
event honoring local veterans. Veterans will be given a
free meal/admission, have their names announced on
the field, and honored throughout the day. A small
committee of parents has put in a lot of time and
energy in the planning of the tournament, but to ensure
its success, they need your help! There are multiple
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volunteer positions on both Friday and Saturday that
need to be filled. Positions and the time commitment
are shown below. If you are able to give us a hand,
please email Matt Gorman at gormanm@mygta.us with
the slot and time you are able to fill. We are also
looking for any GTA graduates that have served or are
currently serving in the military to honor them in the
program as well.

Join in the Cherry Festival fun!
Plans are underway for the construction of GTA’s entry
in this year’s Cherry Festival Junior
Royale and Cherry Royale Parades.
The theme is “Candy” and our
candy is Dots! Parents of our
prince and princess plan to meet to
discuss the details on Saturday, May 12 at 11:00 am
outside the Subway sandwich shop at the Grand
Traverse Mall. This is traditionally a 1st grade project,
but all are welcome. If you’d like to help but can’t make
it on the 12th, feel free to give them a call or send an
email:

Friday, May 18
Initial Set-Up, 6:00 - 8:00 pm (3 slots)
Saturday May 19
Admission, 8:00 - 10:00 pm (2 slots)
Concessions, 8:00 - 10:00 pm (2 slots)
Admission, 10:00 - 12:00 pm (1 slot)
Concessions, 2:00 - 4:00 pm (2 slots)
Tear-Down, 2:00 - 4:00 pm (5 slots)

Noelle Korte
(231) 632-2920
noellakkorte@gmail.com
Cara York
(231) 883-3086
cdyork31@hotmail.com

All money made through admission ($5 per person) and
concessions will be donated to Reining Liberty Ranch,
which promotes the physical, relational and emotional
health of veterans and their families, and disabled/atrisk individuals through equine, agricultural, educational
services and community outreach. Your support of this
worthwhile event, either by volunteering or attending,
would be greatly appreciated.

Summer School offered
Secondary students who receive less than a “C” in a
class have the opportunity to earn credit by attending
GTA’s Credit Recovery Summer School. Two two-week
sessions are available at a cost of $175 each. Due to the
time constraints of Summer School, students will need
special permission to be eligible to recover math or
Spanish courses. On-line options are also available at
parent expense. Details and a registration form, due
back by May 18, are attached. Please contact Stephanie
Patrzik, guidance counselor, at 932-6024 or
patrziks@mygta.us with any questions.

Summer tutors available
The following GTA teachers are available for tutoring
students this summer. Sessions take place off-site, so
location and fees should be worked out with the tutor
on an individual basis.
Danielle Oster, Pre-K through Grade 4, All Subjects
Osterd@mygta.us
Michelle Holfels, Grades 1-6, All Subjects
Holfelsm@mygta.us

If your child will be late for school or
absent for the day, please notify the
office by 8:30 am. Parents will be
called to verify any unexcused absences after that time.
Elementary 995-0665 / Secondary 932-6038

Margy Goss, All Ages through Young Adult, All Subjects
(reading, writing, math through algebra I, French,
English, and content area studies)
(231) 938-2069
Kim Wilson, K through Grade 5, Math & Reading
(231) 883-2162
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Uniform Policy
Students and staff at Grand Traverse Academy wear uniforms daily. We have chosen uniforms because they:
Allow students and adults to focus on learning
Help develop a sense of unity
Help eliminate student or staff judgment of each other because of brand names, etc.
Improve the safety and security of the school
Improve behavior in the school
Insure that inappropriate clothing will not be worn to school
Uniform Enforcement
If a student has not complied with these guidelines, he/she will be removed from class until the necessary
adjustments to their apparel have been made utilizing the school’s inventory of uniforms whenever possible. If
necessary, parents will be called to make arrangements to correct the situation.
Recurring violations will result in a one-day suspension. If the uniform violations continue, progressive suspension
will result and possible expulsion.

SPONSOR-A-SENIOR

PROJECT GRADUATION
CLASS OF 2018
Project Graduation has become a proud tradition at Grand Traverse Academy.
It is an exciting all night event that is tobacco, drug and alcohol free. This
graduation celebration is for all Grand Traverse Academy Seniors. Project
Graduation is funded through the generosity and support of the Grand
Traverse Community.

OUR SENIORS NEED YOUR SUPPORT!
Do you know a senior that you would like to sponsor to help make his or her graduation
night a memorable occasion? Please complete the form below. Donations, regardless of
the amount, are greatly appreciated and are tax deductible. Checks should be made
payable to: GTA Project Graduation and mailed to:
GTA Project Graduation
ATTN: Mindy Van Houzen
1245 Hammond Road East
Traverse City, MI 49686
If you have any questions, please contact Mindy at (231) 932-6960
_____________________________________________
SPONSOR NAME AND ADDRESS

Check #__________________

______________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________
Enclosed is my general donation of $_________________ to the class of 2018.
Enclosed is my donation of $_____________ to sponsor ________________________
Name of Senior*
My “Congratulations” should read:
______________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________From:______________
*An acknowledgment of your sponsorship will be sent to the senior.

Hello Future 5th and 6th Grade Parents,
We would like to extend an invitation to your son/daughter to join elementary band for the 2018-2019 school
year! All students in 5th and 6th grades have the opportunity to join band at GTA. To prepare for this, our
middle elementary students visited the secondary band room during March to hear instruments played by our
High School band students. In May, we invite you to bring your 4th or 5th grader to try instruments at our
annual Instrument Petting Zoo on Friday, May 11 from 12:30-2:00 in the big gym.
On May 29 and 30 (during school hours), professional “instrument fitters” will help students decide which
instrument best suits them. A note will be sent home from the fitters with a recommendation and various
purchasing options. Your son/daughter may already know what they would like to play, however, I suggest that
students have a couple instruments in mind so they can try out a few and pick the one that physically fits them
the best.
We will host an instrument rental meeting on September 11, 2018 from 6:00-7:00 PM in the big gym. During
this event, you will be able to begin rental on an instrument or purchase one. Students must have a band
instrument and Standard of Excellence Book 1 by September 17, 2018 in order to participate in the 20182019 elementary band program.
Please plan ahead for the expense of an instrument. Rental costs range from $30-$85 a month, depending on
the instrument chosen. Be aware that instruments that you find in “big box” stores and stores that are
not music stores are not acceptable band instruments. And any instrument that is green, blue, purple,
red, or any other color other than natural metal colors do not work well for beginners. (And they cannot
be fixed once they break.) Also, if you find an instrument on eBay or the internet, please call or email one of
us so we can help advise you on brands OR check the GTA band website for acceptable brands.
https://floeringm.weebly.com/ Many of the inexpensive models on the internet are advertised as real student
instruments, however, they do not work and it’s very frustrating for a beginner. Please consider your options
for an instrument as we end this school year and financially plan for it. We have just a few school owned
instruments available in cases of financial hardship, however, we encourage families to work with their
children and find areas to cut back to make an instrument possible. When a child is willing to work or sacrifice
for it, they will usually take the privilege more seriously and you’ll see great results!
Please fill out the permission slip and return to either Mr. Floering, Mrs. Diephouse, or your classroom teacher
indicating that you would like to sign your child up for band for the 2018-2019 school year. Feel free to contact
us with any questions you may have.
Musically yours,
Glenn Floering
Elementary Bands
(231) 932-6947

Stephanie Diephouse
Elementary Music
(231) 932-6034

Michelle Floering
Director of Bands
(231) 932-6008

Please return the 2nd page by May 18 to participate in the instrument fittings.
Keep this page for your information.

Please return by May 18 to participate in the instrument fittings
Yes, we are interested in signing up for Elementary Band for the 2018-2019 school year!

_________________________________
________
Student’s name
Grade (2018-19)

__________________________
Parent’s name

_____________________________________________________________________________
Parent’s signature & phone number

_________________________________________
Current homeroom teacher

Questions?
Glenn Floering:
Stephanie Diephouse:
Michelle Floering:

floeringg@mygta.us
diephouses@mygta.us
floeringm@mygta.us

